SUNLAND-TUJUNGA ALLIANCE, INC.


October 20, 2009

RE: Supplemental Agenda Item No. 23

       Ordinance 180847
Honorable Councilmember,

The Sunland-Tujunga Alliance, Inc. is a 501©4 grassroots group of neighbors who volunteer our time to inform, educate, and take action on land use and planning issues in our community.  Filing land use or building permit appeals has proven to be extremely effective for our community as a remedy for errors or abuse of discretionary decisions by responsible city departments. 

The cost of filing a land use appeal in the City of Los Angeles will skyrocket beyond the financial means of most individuals, small businesses, and community-based organizations.  Only the wealthy and big corporations will be able to appeal land use decisions that affect them.  The little guys will be squashed by the fee increases.

We strongly urge you to revoke or rescind the portion of Ordinance 180847 related to Building & Safety and Planning Appeal Fees. The extremely high appeal fees are prohibitive and will effectively extinguish the public’s established right to appeal.

We propose the following actions: 

1. Revoke or rescind the Planning Appeal Fees portion of Ordinance 180847 by making a substitute motion at tomorrow's City Council meeting.  Direct City Planning to maintain current Planning Appeal fees until the matter can be further investigated.

2. Delete Section 1 of the amending ordinance before City Council (the section that re-approves the new Planning Appeal fees) and pass the remainder of the ordinance that makes certain typographical corrections to Ordinance 180847.

3. Refer the matter of Planning Appeal Fees back to the Planning Department and City Attorney with direction to conduct either an evening or Saturday hearing or workshop to entertain alternative proposals, and assess the potential due process and equal protection problems of the current Appeal Fees proposal.


Please support the public’s essential right to appeal and revoke the Planning Appeal Fees portion of Ordinance 180847.

Thank you,

Abby Diamond, Secretary

Sunland-Tujunga Alliance, Inc., P.O. Box 123, Tujunga, CA 91043

www.sunlandtujungaalliance.com

